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XXXVII.—On the Genus Todus. By R. BowDLER SHARPE, 
F. L.S., F.Z.S., &c., Senior Assistant, Zoological Depart- 
ment, British Museum. 


(Plate XIII.) 


THE discovery of an apparently new species of Todus is an 
event of some mterest; and I am indebted to Mr. Henry 
Whitely, of Woolwich, for the specimen which first set me 
working on this genus. It is certainly the most beautiful 
species yet known, and apparently undescribed. The col- 
lection in which it came to England was said to have been 
sent direct from Jamaica; but, although the bulk of the birds 
were undoubtedly from that island, it may be doubted whether 
there is any corner so little explored as to produce a new 
Todus and the curious Phyllomanes iora, lately described by 
me from the same collection. 

In order to assure myself that the new bird had not received 
a name, I set to work to revise the whole genus; and I com- 
mence by detailing its literary history. Happily the genus 
Todus has had a comparatively uneventful career, no worse 
luck having befallen it than a constant bandying backwards 
and forwards from the Tyrannide to the neighbourhood of 
the Momotidz ; but it seems to have now settled down near 
the latter family. Its few species have not been determined 
without the greatest confusion as regarded their habitats, the 
chief offender being Lesson, who called the Todus from Porto 
Rico T. mexicanus, and gave the title of portoricensis to the 
Cuban species. This complication I have endeavoured to 
unravel in the second portion of this paper. 

1760. Brisson first characterizes the genus Todus (Orn. 
iv. p. 528), and takes the description of the type from an ex- 
ample in the collection of the Marquis de Réaumur, said to 
have been collected in Martinique by M. Thibault de Chan- 
valon. The figure given (pl. xli. fig. 2) is by no means good, 
not showing the red gorget; but the description, as far as it 
can be interpreted, seems to suit best the San-Domingo bird, 
and not the Jamaican species. 

1766. Linnæus in his ‘Systema Nature” (p. 178) adopts 
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Brisson’s genus Todus, but associates with the type, T. viridis, 
the Tyrannine bird now known as Todirostrum cinereum. The 
diagnosis given will suit any member of the genus; but the 
references to Brown, Sloane, and Edwards sufficiently indi- 
cate that the Jamaican bird was intended. 

1783. Buffon figures (very badly) the San-Domingo Tody 
in the ‘Planches Enluminées’ (585. figs. 1, 2) as the Todier 
de St.-Domingue. 

1805 [?]. Desmarest, in the ‘ Histoire Naturelle des Tan- 
garas, des Manakins et des Todiers, figures and describes 
(pl. 67) the Porto-Rico bird as Todus viridis. The date of 
this book on the title-page is given as 1805 ; but works are 
referred to in the text which were published many years 
later—for instance, Viecillot’s article next mentioned. 

1819. The “ Todier vert,’ published by Vieillot in the 
‘ Nouveau Dictionnaire,’ xxxiv. p. 184, pl. 29. fig. 4 (fig. mala), 
is the San-Domingo bird. 

1823. Bonnaterre and Vieillot, in the ‘ Encyclopédie Mé- 
thodique” (i. p. 269), describe T. viridis, but give the habitat 
erroneously as N. America. Their description appears to 
represent the San-Domingo species. 

1825. The Porto-Rico Tody is again figured by Oudart 
in Vieillot’s ‘Galerie des Oiseaux’ (pl. cxxiv.) as Todus 
viridis. 

1831. Lesson; in the ‘Traité d'Ornithologie” (p. 250), 
mentions Todus viridis, Gm., as an inhabitant of Porto Rico 
in the Antilles (Maugé). 

1832-33. Swainson, in the second series of his ‘ Zoological 
Illustrations’ (vol. ii. pl. 66), figures the Jamaican bird as 
Todus viridis. 

1837. Swainson, in his ‘ Natural History of Flycatchers’ 
(p. 173), describes the Jamaican bird again, and figures it in 
the vignette as a frontispiece to the volume. 

1837. Mr. Gould figures in the ‘Icones avium’ and de- 
scribes Todus multicolor from an unknown locality. He refers 
to the P.Z.S. for 1837 for the original description; but it 
does not appear to have been communicated to the Zoological 
Society. This species is now known to be from Cuba. 
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1838, Lesson, in the * Annales des Sciences Naturelles, 
vol, ix, p. 166, commences an article on birds with a few re- 
marks “Sur Les Todiers,” and describes T. viridis, T. mexi- 
canus, and T. portoricensis. The last two species were col- 
lected by his brother, M. Adolphe Lesson; and as the former 
is circumstantially declared to be found near Tampico, 1t 
would be a puzzle to know what Mexican bird could have 
been mistaken for it, had there not been an evident error in 
locality. 

1839. D”Orbigny describes the bird of Cuba from Ramon 
de la Sagra’s materials, and figures Todus multicolor (pl. xxii.). 
In the ‘ Hand-list’ (p. 79) Mr. Gray quotes “ cyanogenus, 
Sagra,” as a synonym of T. multicolor; but I cannot find 
another reference to this name. 

1840. Mr. G. R. Gray, in his first ‘List of Genera of 
Birds” (p. 9), places the Todinz between the Coracianz and 
the Eurylaimine. 

1841. The same author, in a second edition of the above- 
mentioned ‘ List, preserves the same order. 

1847. Mr. G. R. Gray, in his great work the ‘ Genera of 
Birds? (1. p. 63, t. 22), recognizes four species, viz. T. viridis, 
T. mexicanus, T. portoricensis, and “ T. subulatus, Gould.” 
The latter is the S.-Domingo Tody, and is figured but not de- 
scribed. The name must stand on the authority of the plate. 

1847. Lafresnaye (Rev. Zool. 1847, pp. 326-333) gives a 
review of the genus Todus, in which he recognizes four species. 
T. viridis he considers to be the Jamaican bird; T. domini- 
censis he describes as new; T. portoricensis, of Lesson, he 
quotes and correctly identifies with it T. multicolor of Gould ; 
and of T. mexicanus he reproduces Lesson’s original de- 
scription. 

1847. Mr. Gosse gives a figure of Todus viridis in his 
‘Birds of Jamaica’ (pl. xiv.), along with a very interesting 
account of the species (p. 72). He says that he does not be- 
lieve in the distinctness of T. multicolor, “the slight distinc- 
tions of hue being scarcely more than variations which I have 
found in Jamaican specimens; some of which, in my posses- 
sion, display the pale blue on the sides of the throat and the 
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orange on the flanks.” It is certain that there is something 
to be elucidated concerning the Jamaican Todus as regards 
its plumages, as I remark below. All Dr. Sclater’s specimens 
have the small bill and no blue neck-spot; yet one of them was 
marked a male by the late W. Osburn. 

1848. Mr. G. R. Gray, in the ‘ List of Fissirostres in the 
British Museum? keeps the Todinz as a subfamily of the Co- 
raciide, and mentions three species in the collection—Todus 
viridis, from Jamaica, T. multicolor, and T. mexicanus, from 
Mexico. 

1850. Lembeye, in his ‘ Aves dela Isla de Cuba,’ gives no 
particular account of the Todus, which he only mentions in 
his catalogue of the birds of the island (p. 131). 

1850. Prince Bonaparte, in the ‘Conspectus’ (i. p. 182), 
places the Todine between the Psarine and the Tyrannine. 
Four species, T. viridis, T. mexicanus, T. multicolor, T. subu- 
latus, are recognized. 

1851. Lafresnaye describes as new Todus angustirostris from 
S. Domingo, collected by Sallé (Rev. Zool. 1851, pp. 477—479). 

1856. Dr. Gundlach, in a paper on the birds of Cuba (J. 
f. O, 1856, p. 101), describes the young bird of T. multicolor. 

1857. M. Sallé gives the ornithological results of his 
travels in S. Domingo (P. Z. S. 1857, p. 233), and writes an 
account of the habits of Todus subulatus, expressing his belief 
that T. angustirostris is only sexually distinct from T. subu- 
latus. 

1859. Dr. Gundlach (J. f. O. 1859, p. 347) places the 
genus Todus between Alcedo and Muscicapa. 

1859-60. Messrs. Cabanis and Heine, in the ‘Museum 
Heineanum?” (Th. ii. p. 49), include the Todinz as a subfamily 
of the Tyrannide, placing Todus close to Platyrhynchus and 
Triccus (Todirostrum auct.). 

1861. Gundlach gives a tabular view of the birds of Cuba 
in the ‘ Journal für Ornithologie,’ and mentions T. multicolor 
at p. 334. He describes the nesting of the bird (p. 414). 

1861. Dr. Sclater describes Mr. Osburn’s Jamaican col- 
lection, wherein Todus viridis occurred (P. Z.S. 1861, p. 77). 

1862. Dr. Sclater has two species in his collection, and 
gives some of the synonymy (Cat. Am. B. p. 263). 
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1866. In vol. xi. of the ‘ Proceedings’ of the Boston So- 
ciety of Natural History (pp. 39 & 89), the late Dr. Bryant 
gives lists of Porto-Rico and S.-Domingo birds. He calls the 
former bird Todus hypochondriacus, the latter T. dominicensis, 
and, having examined Lafresnaye’s types of T. angustirostris, 
comes to the conclusion that it is only a narrow-billed 
specimen of the ordinary S.-Domingo bird. 

1866. In the ‘ Journal fiir Ornithologie’ a translation 
of Dr. Bryant's Porto-Rico paper is given (p. 181), containing 
an account of Todus hypochondriacus. 

1867. Professor Baird, in his well-known article on the 
migrations of North-American birds, mentions his belief that 
Todus mexicanus, of Lesson, is the Porto-Rican species (Ibis, 
1867, p. 260). 

1869. The late Mr. G. R. Gray, in his * Hand-list’ (p. 79), 
departs so far from his old arrangement of 1840 and 1841 as 
to shift the Todide nearer to the Momotide, though he keeps 
them in the immediate vicinity of the Euryleemide. Five 
species are admitted, T. mexicanus being considered a good 
species, and 7. hypochondriacus united to T. multicolor. 

1871. In a new review of the birds of Cuba (J. f.O. 1871, 
p. 288) a note on T. multicolor and alles is given by Dr. 
Gundlach. 

1872. Dr. Murie (P.Z.S. 1872, pp. 664-680, pl. ix.) de- 
tails the osteological characters of Todus, and allies it to the 
Momotidz and Alcedinidz and other closely allied Picarian 
families; but, at the same time, he allows some relationship to 
the Flycatchers ; and in “The Ibis’ for 1872 (pp. 390, 394) 
he further dwells on the close affinities of the Todide and 
Momotide, grouping them under Blyth’s name Serratirostres. 

1872. Prof. Sundevall, in his ‘Tentamen,’ makes a section, 
Exaspidee lysodactyle, of his cohors Exaspidez (p. 57). 
In this section he places the Todinz close to the Piprine, 
and not far from the Tyrants, expressing his belief that they 
are nearly allied to Triccus. 

1872. Mr. Sclater, in a paper on the systematic position 
of Peltops, Eurylemus, and Todus (Ibis, 1872, p. 179), considers 
that Todus is closely allied to the Kingfishers, and still more 

to the Momotide. The sternum of Todus is figured. 
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1873. Messrs. Sclater and Salvin, in their * Nomenclator 
Avium Neotropicalium” (p. 103), place the Todide between 
the Alcedinide and Momotide. They recognize four species, 
viz. 1. T. viridis, 2. T. dominicensis, 3. T. hypochondriacus, 
4. T. multicolor. No mention is made of T. mexicanus, which 
is doubtless considered to be identical with T. hypochondriacus. 


Family TODIDA. 
Genus Topus. 


Todus, Linn. S. N. i. p. 178 (1766, ex Briss.): type T. 
viridis. 
Range. Confined to the Greater Antilles. 


Key to the Species. 


a, With a pink tuft on the flanks, 
a', Chest uniform, not ocellated with oval spots of 
white. 
a’, Moustache ending in an ashy grey spot. 
a", Breast white tinged with green ; 
flanks green, with pink tufts.... viridis. 
b'", Breast pure white; flanks entirely 
pink, with no greem........... . subulatus [ 9? }. 
6", Moustache ending in a bright verditer 
spot; breast white, very slightly tinged 
with pink here and there .......... multicolor. 
b'. Chest pinkish, ocellated with distinct oval spots 
of white. 
c", Above bluish green; moustache and edge 
CE OAT Hele RTS es ge Howe Shean pulcherrimus. 
_ a", Above bright grass-green ; moustache and 
edge of wing whitish .............. subulatus [ 3?]. 
b. Flanks yellow, with no pink tuft; chest ashy grey... Aypochondriacus. 


1. Topus vIRIDIS. 

Todus viridis, Linn. S. N. i. p. 178 (1766) ; Less. Traité, 
p. 250 (1831); Sw. Zool. Illustr. 2nd ser. pl. 66 (1833) ; id. 
Monogr. Flyc. p. 173, vign. (1837); Less. Ann. Sc. N. ix. 
p. 166 (1838); Gray, List of Gen. 1840, p. 9, et 1841, 
p. 12; Gosse, B. Jamaica, p. 72, pl. xiv. (1847); Lafr. R. Z. 
1847, p. 332; Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 63 (1847) ; id. Cat. Fissir. 
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B. M. p. 35 (1848); Bp. Consp. i. p. 182 (1850); Sel. 
P. Z. S. 1861, p. 77; id. Cat. Am. B. p. 263 (1862) ; Gray, 
Hand-l. B.i. p. 79 (1869); Murie, Ibis, 1872, p.390; Sundev. 
Meth. Av. Tent. p. 61 (1872); Scl. & Salv. Nomencl. Av. 
Neotr. p. 103 (1873). 

- Adult, Entire upper surface bright grass-green, more vivid 
on the forehead, eyebrow, and sides of the face ; quills blackish, 
margined with the same green as the back ; tail greenish, 
duller than the back, but rather brighter on the margins of 
the quills; chin and a narrow moustachial streak white; 
throat crimson, inclining to greyish on the sides of the lower 
part ; below the throat a small whitish space; rest of under- 
surface whitish washed with yellow, especially on the abdo- 
men, flanks, and under tail-coverts; sides of breast green ; 
on the lower flanks a tuft of pmk feathers ; under wing-coverts 
yellowish, inclining to white on the margin of the wing; 
“bill above horny red, below pale crimson; legs and feet 
reddish brown, sometimes flesh-coloured or purplish horn ; 
iris very pale grey” (Gosse). Total length 3°7 inches, cul- 
men 0°75, wing 1°85, tail 1°5, tarsus 0°55. 

Female. “ Sexes exactly alike ” (Gosse). 

Young. Some young birds examined by Dr. Bryant (i. c.) 
appeared to want the brilliant colours of the adult. 

A specimen from Jamaica, presented to the Museum by 
Captain Hamilton, differs from other examples from the 
same island in having rather a longer beak, m having the 
breast suffused with bright yellowish green right across, and 
in having a decidedly bluish shade at the terminal end of the 
moustache. Another example, received from Mr. Gould, 
agrees with this; and as the white margins to the throat-spot 
are nearly obsolete in the former examples, the differences in 
the plumage may be due to the breeding-season. 


Specimens examined. 


- E. Mus. Brit.—a, ad. Jamaica. 6, c, ad. Moneague, 
Jamaica (Dr. Henry Bryant). d, ad. Jamaica (Capt. Ha- 
milton) . 

E. Mus. P. L. Sclater.—a, ad. Jamaica (Bryant). b, g. 
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Jamaica, Jan. 1859 (Osburn). c. Jamaica (Lawrence). d. 
Jamaica (Chambers). 

E. Mus. Salvin and Godman.—a, b, c. Moneague, Jamaica 
(0. S. & F. G). d, 8. Metcalf Parish, Jamaica (G. N. Allen). 


2. Topus SUBULATUS. (Plate XIII. figs. 1, 2.) 

Le Todier de St.-Domingue, Buff. Pl. Enl. 585. figs. 1, 2 
(1783). 

Todus viridis, Vieill. N. Dict. xxxiv. p. 184, pl. 29. fig. 4 
(1819), nec Linn.; Bonn. et Vieill. Enc. Méth. i. p.269 (1823). 

Todus subulatus, Gray & Mitch. Gen. B. 1. p. 63, pl. 22 
(April 1847); Bp. Consp. i. p. 182 (1850); Gray, Hand-l. 
B. i. p. 79 (1869). 

Todus dominicensis, Lafr. R. Z. 1847, p.331; Sallé, P. Z. S. 
1857, p. 233; Cab. € Heine, Mus. Hein. Th. ii. p. 49 (1859- - 
60); Bryant, Proc. Bost. Soc. N. H. xi. p. 91 (1866) ; Sel. 
& Salv. Nomencl. Av. Neotr. p. 103 (1873). 

Todus angustirostris, Lafr. R. Z. 1851, p. 478; Gray, 
Hand-l. i. 79. 

Adult male. Above deep grass-green, brighter on the head 
and sides of face; quills brownish black, margined with the 
same green as the back, rather brighter on the secondaries ; 
tail green, rather duller than the back ; chin and a moustachial 
streak whitish, the latter shading off into ashy grey; throat 
pale carmine, the feathers bordered with silvery white ; rest 
of undersurface white tinged with light yellow, very bright 
on the under tail-coverts; the breast white, with a narrow 
pink edging, causing an ocellated appearance ; flanks and 
sides of body beautiful pink; thigh-feathers yellowish, under 
wing-coverts light yellow, inclining to white on the outer 
margins. Total length 4'4 inches, culmen 0'8, wing 1:95, 
tail 1:65, tarsus 0°55. | 

Another bird is marked a female by Mr. George Gray, though 
there is no trace in the register of the bird”s sex having been 
determined by Mr. Cuming*. This bird differs from the 


* [Were not these specimens really collected by M. Sallé, of whose 
collections Mr. Cuming probably had the disposal? The name of the 
person from whom the specimen was acquired, entered in the British- 
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one above described in the colouring of the undersurface, 
which is white, tinged with yellow on the middle of the ab- 
domen and under tail-coverts ; the throat is pale carmine-pink, 
very thickly clouded with white margins to the feathers ; and 
the pink on the flanks is not nearly so much developed as in 
the male. I should not have doubted the sexual determina- 
tion of the female, had it not been for a third specimen, also 
procured from Mr. Cuming at the same time as the others. 
This bird is pure white underneath, excepting the under wing- 
and tail-coverts, which are yellow, and the pink flanks and 
throat-spot. It has a very narrow and slender bill, and is the 
Todus angustirostris of the ‘ Hand-list.? Beyond this cha- 
racter and the white undersurface, the bird agrees with T. 
subulatus; and my idea is that T. angustirostris is the female, 
and that the intermediate Cumingian specimen is the young 
male. The bird is a connecting link between the two ex- 
tremes, being intermediate in size of bill and length of wing. 
Should my suggestion prove correct, the following measure- 
ments may be compared :— 


Breadth of 
S. Domingo (Cuming). Tot. length. Wing. bill at nostril. 
ML A ee « eee 4'4 1:95 0:2 
beads A aie 37 1:75 0:18 
A OREA a 4-1 1:85 0.2 


Sexual difference may account for the length of bill in the 
Jamaican T, viridis referred to above; the variation of bill is 
illustrated in the plate, which represents the two specimens 
in the Museum, one of which (fig. 2) I consider to answer to 
T. angustirostris of Lafresnaye. 


Specimens examined. 
E. Mus. Brit.—a, b, c,'ad.juv. S. Domingo (H. Cuming). 
E. Mus. P. L. Sclater.—a, ad. S. Domingo (Sallé). 


3. Tous MULTICOLOR. 
Todus multicolor, Gould, Icon. Av. pl. 2 (1837); D’Orb. 


Museum Register, according to the custom of that time, would be that 
of the collector's agent and not that of the collector himself. —Eb. | 


Ibis .18'74. Pl. XII. 


J.G. Keulemans del. Mintern Bros. imp. 


l2. TODUS SUBULATUS. 
oo IL CAE ROS. 
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in Ramon de la Sagra, H. N. Cuba, Ois. p. 132, pl. xxii. 
(1839) ; Gray, Cat. Fissir. B. M. p. 36 (1848) ; Bp. Consp. i. 
p. 182 (1850); Gundl. J. f. O. 1856, p. 101, 1859, p- 347, 
1861, pp. 334, 414, 1862, p. 189; Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 79 
(1869); Gundl. J. f. O. 1871, p. 288. 

Todus portoricensis, Less. MiA Sc. Nat. xi. p. 167 (1838) ; 
Lafr. R. Z. 1847, p. 332; Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 63 (1847); 
Lembeye, Aves d. Cuba, p. 131 (1850). 

Adult. Above grass-green, the forehead and lores yellowish, 
the eyebrow and sides of face brighter green than the back; 
quills dusky brown, margined with the same green as the 
back, rather brighter on the secondaries; the outer wing- 
coverts with a slight tinge of blue; tail dull green; a broad 
moustache pure white shading off into verditer blue and form- 
ing a distinct spot; throat carmine, with very slight margins 
of silvery white to some of the feathers ; rest of undersurface 
white, margins of some of the breast-feathers slightly washed 
with pink; the flanks pink; sides of upper breast greyish ; 
under tail- and wing-coverts yellowish, the outermost of the 
latter white, those on the bend of the wing slightly washed 
with blue; bill and feet coral-red, the upper mandible brown ; 
iris greyish blue; upper eyelid orange. Total length 8:6 
inches, culmen 0°75, wing 1:7, tall 1:3, tarsus 0°55. 

Hab. Cuba. 

The bright blue neck-spot is the chief distinguishing cha- 
racter of this species. 


Specimens examined. 
E. Mus. Brit.—a, ad. Cuba (Baron Laugier de Chartrouse). 
E. Mus. Salvin and Godman.—a, 3 ad. Cuba (G. N. Law- 
rence). b, ad. Cuba (G. N. Lawrence). 
E. Mus. P. L. Sclater.—a, ad. Cuba (G. N. Lawrence). 


4. TopUs PULCHERRIMUS, sp. n. (Plate XIII. fig. 3.) 
Above bluish-green, rather tinged with olive on the lower 
back, the wing-coverts showing a very strongly pronounced 
blue shade; quills blackish, bordered narrowly with light 
green, shading off into bluish towards the tips of the secon- 
daries; tail dull greenish, with narrow margins of bluish 
SER. 111.—VOL. IV. 2c 
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green ; forehead lighter and rather more olive-green than the 
back, and tinged with orange near the base of the beak; lores 
tinged with orange; sides of face yellowish green; sides of 
neck dull rufous; chin white; throat bright carmine, with 
silvery white margins to most of the feathers; rest of under- 
surface with a light crimson blush, varied on the breast with 
white oval spots to the feathers, producing an ocellated appear- 
ance, the crimson colour brightest on the flanks, shading off 
into ochraceous buff on the sides of the vent ; on each side of the 
upper breast a patch of greenish; under wing-coverts ochra- 
ceous buff, the outermost smaller coverts washed with pale 
carmine; upper mandible blackish, lower one yellowish; fect. 
black. Total length 3°5 inches, culmen 0°85, wing 1:9, tail 
14, tarsus 0°65. 

Hab. Jamaica [?]. 

This new species comes nearest to T. subulatus of S. Do- 
mingo, having, like that species, the white ocellations on the 
breast; but it differs from that bird and all other members of 
the genus by its brilliant coloration below, and by its being 
bluish green above. 

The type is in the British Museum. 


5. Topus HYPOCHON DRIACUS. 


Todus viridis, Desm. H. N. Tang. &c. pl. 67 (nec eae 
Vieill. Gal. Ois. i. pl. exxiv. (1825). 

Todus mexicanus, Less. Ann. Sc. Nat. xi. p. 167; Lafr. R. 
Z. 1847, p. 333; Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 63 (1847); id. Cat. 
Fissir. B. M. p. 36 (1848); Bp. Consp. i. p. 182 (1850) , 
Baird, Ibis, 1867, p. 260; Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 79 (1869). 

Todus hypochondriacus, Bryant, Proc. Bost. Soc. N. H. x1. 
p. 39 (1866); Scl. & Salv. Nomencl. Av. Neotr. p. 103 (1873). 

Adult. Above grass-green, brighter on sides of face and 
over the eye; forehead and lores tinged with yellow; quills 
blackish, margined with the green of the back, the second- 
aries almost entirely of the latter colour; tail green, rather 
duller than the back ; chin white; throat very brilliant crim- 
son, with slight silvery white margins; below the throat a 
small line of white; moustachial streak white, shading off 
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into ashy grey on the sides of the neck, which, like the chest, 
are entirely ashy grey; rest of undersurface yellow, whitish 
in centre of breast; flanks and under tail-coverts entirely 
yellow; sides of upper breast greenish ; under wing-coverts 
yellowish white, the outermost entirely white, with a small 
dusky patch near outer margin. Total length 8-7 inches, cul- 
men 0°9, wing 1°85, tail 1°3, tarsus 0°55. 

This species is easily recognized by its grey breast and yel- 
low flanks. I do not adopt Lesson’s title of mexicanus for 
this bird, although the oldest, asit only misleads. The British 
Museum contains a specimen, bought at the sale of the col- 
lection of the late Baron Laugier de Chartrouse, said to be 
from Mexico, which agrees with Dr. Bryant’s specimens from 
Porto Rico. l 

Specimens examined. 


E. Mus. Brit.—a, ad. Porto Rico (Bryant). b. “ Mexico.” 

E. Mus. P. L. Sclater.—a, ad. Porto Rico (Bryant). b, ad. 
Porto Rico (Latimer). 

E. Mus. Kalvin and Godman.—a, ad. Porto Rico (George 
Swift). 


XXXVII. —List of Birds collected or observed during a 
journey into the Matabili Country in 1873. By T. E. 
Buckuey, F.Z.S. dc. 


Brerore proceeding with my list, it may be as well to write 
a short account of our journey and the line of country 
traversed. 

We left Pietermaritzburg with our waggons on the 13th 
of May, and arrived at Newcastle, distant 160 miles, about 
the end of the month. Newcastle is a small town near the 
borders of the colony, and probably derives it name from the 
fact of coal being found close by. Except on the coast-line, 
Natal is almost wholly open country, patches of bush, some 
large, but mostly small, occurring here and there on the slopes 
of the valleys. Here our troubles began, as our two natives 
had only been hired for that distance, and would go no fur- 
ther; however, having by this time learnt something of “ in- 

Y e 


